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Lost World idyll – 9th September 2015 

The September bird walk was, I think, our worst-attended in the group’s history, due to illness and 
awayness, but nonetheless turned out to be a great day.  Bob and Julie had decided to call off the “official” 
walk and just take the opportunity of introducing new Natural History Association members Kay and 
Garry to some local scenery and birdlife.  Then David (Sykes) 
decided to join us and off we went at 6.30 for a pleasant drive 
down the Kerry Valley via Beaudesert. 
It was a beautiful early spring day; cool but never too hot.  Some 
rain a couple of days before gave everything a fresh feeling and it 
was a joy to be out and about, with the splendid scarp of the 
Lamington Plateau and the Border Ranges ahead of us. Lost World 
never disappoints and on a sunny spring morning there were so 
many birds about it was hard keeping up with them.  In the trees 
near Bernard’s cottage we saw and heard Leaden Flycatchers, Varied 
Trillers, Crimson Rosellas,       Red-browed  Firetail  Finches  
Striated Pardalotes, Golden Whistlers and various other species.   
Whipbirds cracked and Bell Miners tinkled in the distance.   

 
Across the creek we found some  
Crimson Rosellas having a bathe and  a 
Grey Shrike Thrush almost invisible against 
the rocks but well-spotted by Kay.   
Both Kay and Garry have very sharp eyes 
and have obviously been studying up on 
Queensland birds, following their birding 
exploits in the USA where they lived for 
many years.   
We wandered the creek bank back to the 
car and by 10 am the avian action was 
slowing down a bit.  Julie was very happy to 
have recorded just over 40 birds in that one 
spot.   

 
 



  
                             Kestrel               Garry 

After a quick flick up Cedar Glen Road to show our newcomers the splendid view (and record what Kaye is 
pretty sure were a pair of squabbling Kestrels) we drove to Canungra via the Biddaddabah dams which 
yielded little except a couple of water birds and – surprise, surprise, a Raven!  Our only stop along the way 
was at Darlington Park where we picked up a Little Friar Bird, a Blue-Faced Honeyeater and a lot of 
Rainbow Lorikeets.               

The bakery at Canungra 
provided us with lunch & 
we ate in the little park 

where the water dragons 
come out to play.   

After which, while Bob 
dozed in the car, the 
other four pottered 
along the creek walk 

which yielded a couple 
more birds, including 
Black-Faced Cuckoo 
Shrikes feeding their 
begging adolescents. 

 

The day gave us no unusual sightings apart from the Raven but we did score a very respectable 64 birds, 
especially considering we only really focussed on one site.  Raptors, Kingfishers and Honeyeaters were 
conspicuous by their absence. 
You can’t beat a great day out in the bush with good company and Garry and Kay are an absolute delight 
– so interested and appreciative that it was a pleasure to show them some of our group’s favourite places.  
Bob and David and Julie aren’t bad either…in fact it was a very happy little quintet altogether and just 
such a shame that more of the group couldn’t share it. 
 
Bird list as follows:      
Magpie 
Crow 
Raven 
Welcome swallow 
Wood duck 
Pacific Black Duck 
Cattle egret 
Crested Pigeon 
Kookaburra 
Little Corella 
Galah 
Crimson Rosella 
King Parrot 
Rainbow Lorikeet 
Australian Pipit 
Noisy Miner 
Bell Miner 
Pheasant Coucal 
Brown Cuckoo Dove 
Welcome Swallow 
Whipbird 

Varied triller 
Leaden flycatcher 
Restless Flycatcher 
Sulphur-crested cockatoo 
Red-browed fire tail finch 
Grey  Butcherbird 
Pied Butcherbird 
King parrot 
Brown honeyeater 
Silver eye 
Lewis Honeyeater 
Blue-faced Honeyeater 
Little Friarbird 
Eastern Yellow Robin 
Golden Whistler 
Rufous Whistler 
Striated Pardalote 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Scarlet Honeyeater 
Willie Wagtail 
Leaden Flycatcher 

Little Friarbird 
Noisy Friarbird 
Grey Fantail 
Varied Triller 
Oriole 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Grey Shrike Thrush 
Eastern Spinebill 
Satin Bowerbird 
Black- faced Cuckoo Shrike 
Red-backed Fairy Wren 
Superb Blue Fairy Wren 
Pied Currawong 
Magpie Lark 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Australasian Grebe 
Eastern Swamphen 
Dusky Moorhen 
Little Pied Cormorant 
Masked Lapwing 
Kestrel? (Probable sighting) 

 


